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Kenyon Cox was among the best-know cultural figures in the United States during the first two decades of
this century, thanks to his reputation as a mural painter and especially as a critic. In this first biography, H.
Wayne Morgan focuses on Cox?s development and personality, treating his art as an expression of his
idealism. Cox was born in Warren, Ohio grew up in the Cincinnati area, and attended the McMicken School
of Design there. His art training continued in Paris, where he studied for five years in the academic setting of
the Ecole des Beaux-Arts as well as in private ateliers, such as those of Emile Carolus-Duran, Rodolphe
Julian, and Jean-Leon Gerome. An academic, Cox was committed to learning traditional drawing and
composition before establishing his own artistic identity. Cox became well known as a muralist during the
prosperous years from 1897 to the 1920s, providing works for the new state capitols of Wisconsin, Iowa, and
Minnesota, the Library of Congress, and several public buildings in New York City. His large allegorical
decorations rested on a thorough knowledge of Italian renaissance masters, many of whose works he had
seen as an impressionable student. In addition, Cox's gift for pithy phrases and his obvious knowledge gained
him considerable prominence as a critic and reviewer. Throughout his career, he emphasized the values of
craftsmanship and of attachments to ongoing traditional ideals that emphasized harmony, order, and unity of
artist and public. He became famous, or notorious, and an outspoken opponent of the trend toward
modernism, which he believed glorified individual expression at the expense of communicating with an
audience. Cox saw this as culturally divisive, destroying the power of art to expand the viewer's imagination
and consciousness. Eventually, however, modernism overcame the traditional ideals and styles that Cox and
many of his contemporaries had represented. Morgan?s sources include the Cox papers at the Avery Library
of Columbia University as well as his voluminous published writings on criticism and art history. Old
Masters and New: Essays in Art Criticism (1905), Painters and Sculptors (1907), The Classic Point of View
(1911), Artist and Public (1914), and Concerning Painting: Considerations Theoretical and Historical (1917).
His re-evaluation of Kenyon Cox and his classical/idealistic style contributes to the growing body of
scholarship on the non-modern art of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kistner:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this Kenyon Cox, 1856-1919: A Life in
American Art to read.

Sandy Holiday:

Here thing why this particular Kenyon Cox, 1856-1919: A Life in American Art are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. Kenyon Cox, 1856-1919: A Life in American Art giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar
with Kenyon Cox, 1856-1919: A Life in American Art. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You
can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Kenyon Cox, 1856-1919: A Life in
American Art in e-book can be your choice.

John Harrison:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot
of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. If
you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Kenyon Cox, 1856-
1919: A Life in American Art provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Damian Woodward:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Kenyon Cox, 1856-1919:
A Life in American Art can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of
date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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