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Software platforms are the invisible engines that have created, touched, or transformed nearly every major
industry for the past quarter century. They power everything from mobile phones and automobile navigation
systems to search engines and web portals. They have been the source of enormous value to consumers and
helped some entrepreneurs build great fortunes. And they are likely to drive change that will dwarf the
business and technology revolution we have seen to this point. Invisible Engines examines the business
dynamics and strategies used by firms that recognize the transformative power unleashed by this new
revolution -- arevolution that will change both new and old industries. The authors argue that in order to
understand the successes of software platforms, we must first understand their role as a technological
meeting ground where application devel opers and end users converge. Apple, Microsoft, and Google, for
example, charge developersllittle or nothing for using their platforms and make most of their money from
end users; Sony PlayStation and other game consoles, by contrast, subsidize users and make more money
from devel opers, who pay royalties for access to the code they need to write games. More applications attract
more users, and more users attract more applications. And more applications and more users lead to more
profits.Invisible Engines explores this story through the lens of the companies that have mastered this
platform-balancing act. It offers detailed studies of the personal computer, video game console, personal
digital assistant, smart mobile phone, and digital media software platform industries, focusing on the
business decisions made by industry players to drive profits and stay a step ahead of the competition. Shorter
discussions of Internet-based software platforms provide an important glimpse into a future in which the way
we buy, pay, watch, listen, learn, and communicate will change forever. An electronic version of thisbook is
available under a Creative Commons license.
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From reader reviews:
Eva Burton:

Typically the book Invisible Engines: How Software Platforms Drive Innovation and Transform Industries
(MIT Press) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out the
ideaisvery unigue. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Invisible Engines. How Software Platforms Drive Innovation and Transform Industries (MIT Press) is much
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can aso get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Daniel Rhoads:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Invisible Engines: How Software
Platforms Drive Innovation and Transform Industries (MIT Press) can give you alot of friends because by
you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
maybe your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Invisible Engines: How Software Platforms Drive Innovation and Transform
Industries (MIT Press).

Billy Smith:

That book can make you to fed relax. This specific book Invisible Engines: How Software Platforms Drive
Innovation and Transform Industries (MIT Press) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the
website. Aswe know that book Invisible Engines. How Software Platforms Drive Innovation and Transform
Industries (MIT Press) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend
to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading that.

Lester Baker:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by online on social media.

Y ou can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it.
Itisidentified as of book Invisible Engines: How Software Platforms Drive Innovation and Transform
Industries (MIT Press). Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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