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There are avariety of people, practices, and celebrations in the Catholic Church. At times some of these can
be dismissed too easily as extreme, superstitious, or uninformed. Such is the case with the Penitentes of
NewMexico. In1 Was and | Am Dust, David M. Mellott shares his experiences of the Penitentes as an
outsider. He explains their struggles with the institutional church, and some of the seemingly extreme rituals
they facilitate during Holy Week. Through the voice of Larry Torres, one of the senior members of the
Penitentes, Mellott poignantly provides readers with a more intimate picture of this community of
practitioners.

Y et so much more than an analysis written by an outsider, thiswork attempts to understand the experience of
those within a group whose practices are considered outside the mainstream. With Mellott and Torres,
readers may be surprised to discover adepth of meaning in these practices 'and to realize the beauty of being
dust.

David M. Méllatt is assistant professor of practical theology and director of ministerial formation at
Lancaster Theological Seminary, where he teaches coursesin philosophy, ethnography, and theology of
ministry. He is committed to supporting and nurturing Christian communities that empower peopleto live
mor e authentically as they seek to love God, neighbor, and self more deeply.
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From reader reviews:
Steve Garcia:

Here thing why this| Was And | Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series)
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading abook is good however it depends in the content
of computer which is the content is as delightful asfood or not. | Was And | Am Dust: Penitente Practices as
aWay of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with | Was And | Am Dust: Penitente Practicesas a
Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties
in bringing the branded book maybe the form of | Was And | Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of
Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) in e-book can be your option.

Clarice Johnson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love | Was And | Am Dust:
Penitente Practices asaWay of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Willie Quinones:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring usto around the
world. By the book | Was And | Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series)
we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must loveto read a
book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by
thisbook | Was And | Am Dust: Penitente Practices as aWay of Knowing (Virgil Michel Series). You can
more attractive than now.

Vincent Espinoza:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the book | Was And | Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of
Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) to make your personal reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of reading
talent is devel oping when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to



learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especialy. It isto beinitia opinion for you to liketo
open up abook and learn it. Beside that the guide | Was And | Am Dust: Penitente Practices as a Way of
Knowing (Virgil Michel Series) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of thistime.
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