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Does fair political representation for historically disadvantaged groups require their presence in legislative
bodies? The intuition that women are best represented by women, and African-Americans by other African-
Americans, has deep historical roots. Yet the conception of fair representation that prevails in American
political culture and jurisprudence--what Melissa Williams calls "liberal representation"--concludes that the
social identity of legislative representatives does not bear on their quality as representatives. Liberal
representation's slogan, "one person, one vote," concludes that the outcome of the electoral and legislative
process is fair, whatever it happens to be, so long as no voter is systematically excluded. Challenging this
notion, Williams maintains that fair representation is powerfully affected by the identity of legislators and
whether some of them are actually members of the historically marginalized groups that are most in need of
protection in our society.

Williams argues first that the distinctive voice of these groups should be audible within the legislative
process. Second, she holds that the self-representation of these groups is necessary to sustain their trust in
democratic institutions. The memory of state-sponsored discrimination against these groups, together with
ongoing patterns of inequality along group lines, provides both a reason to recognize group claims and a way
of distinguishing stronger from weaker claims. The book closes by proposing institutions that can secure fair
representation for marginalized groups without compromising principles of democratic freedom and
equality.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Voice, Trust, and Memory: Marginalized
Groups and the Failings of Liberal Representation book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Emmanuel Young:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one together with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Voice, Trust, and Memory: Marginalized
Groups and the Failings of Liberal Representation is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Terry Crabtree:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Voice, Trust, and Memory: Marginalized
Groups and the Failings of Liberal Representation can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity
to you.

Lloyd North:

This Voice, Trust, and Memory: Marginalized Groups and the Failings of Liberal Representation is new way
for you who has curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this
Voice, Trust, and Memory: Marginalized Groups and the Failings of Liberal Representation can be the light
food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in



reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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