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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
1, Friedrich-Alexander University Erlangen-Nuremberg (Anglistik), course: Proseminar " Start Spreading the
News": New Y ork and Early Modernism, language: English, abstract: Never conventional, never following
the rules of any given norm, but in contrast, making ironic statements on society, turning “normal” items,
traditions or circumstances into absurdity. This was what Dada artists like Marcel Duchamp, Francis Picabia,
Man Ray, the Baroness Elsa von Freytag-L oringhoven and other practitioners were aiming at. A well-
remembered incident is the scandal that introduced the concept of Dadaism into American Art. Duchamp
brought a urinal to the first exhibition of the Society of Independent artists on 10 April 1917. He did not
change anything, but moved it from its original place, called it “Fountain” and signed it with the pseudonym
“R. Mutt”. Only four days before the exhibition took place, president Woodrow Wilson had declared war on
Germany. As Michael R. Taylor writesin hisessay “New Y ork Dada’, this event “may have played arolein
Duchamp’s decision to enter his scandalous submission”. The New Y ork Dada artists wanted to show their
neglect of the cruel war in Europe and with their art challenged ideas about art which were commonly
accepted. They produced “paintings, mixed-media assemblages, sculptures, found objects, readymades,
photography, and performances’ (Taylor, 277). With the photomontage, the film or a photography the author
of awork could not be guessed by looking at the work of art (Taylor, 277), the importance of the work was
rather the message behind it. The message to a society which had absurd traditions, absurd machineries
whith which people killed each other and a society that had cultura prejudices, which again were absurd.
Having this common interest the New Y ork Dada artists soon came together in the appartment of Louise and
Walter Arensberg in 33 West 67th Street which served for their meetings from 1915 to 1921. “It was while
surrounded by this stunning array of paintings and scul pture that the group members hotly debated such
topics as art, literature, sex, politics, and psychoanalysis, while others preferred to play chess, drink
champagne, or dance the night away in their bare feet.” (Taylor, 278).
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From reader reviews:
Dale Hollander:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Baroness Elsa von Freytag-
Loringhoven: Her Life, Art and Postion in New Y ork Dadawill make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel much
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or ideal book with you?

Bryant Kdly:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific Baroness Elsa von Freytag-
Loringhoven: Her Life, Art and Postion in New Y ork Dadato read.

Doris Griffin:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the
Baroness Elsa von Freytag-L oringhoven: Her Life, Art and Postion in New Y ork Dadais kind of reserve
which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Kimberly Towe:

Areyou kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. Baroness Elsa von Freytag-L oringhoven: Her Life, Art and Postion in New Y ork Dada can be your
answer asit can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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