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2015 James Beard Award Nominee: Writing and Literature category

“Eye-opening, insightful, and huge fun to read.”—Bee Wilson, author of Consider the Fork

Why do we eat toast for breakfast, and then toast to good health at dinner? What does the turkey we eat on
Thanksgiving have to do with the country on the eastern Mediterranean? Can you figure out how much your
dinner will cost by counting the words on the menu?

In The Language of Food, Stanford University professor and MacArthur Fellow Dan Jurafsky peels away the
mysteries from the foods we think we know. Thirteen chapters evoke the joy and discovery of reading a
menu dotted with the sharp-eyed annotations of alinguist. Jurafsky points out the subtle meanings hidden in
filler words like "rich" and "crispy," zeroesin on the metaphors and storytelling tropes we rely onin
restaurant reviews, and charts a microuniverse of marketing language on the back of a bag of potato chips.

The fascinating journey through The Language of Food uncovers aglobal atlas of culinary influences. With
Jurafsky's insight, words like ketchup, macaron, and even salad become living fossils that contain the
patterns of early global exploration that predate our modern fusion-filled world. From ancient recipes
preserved in Sumerian song lyricsto colonial shipping routesthat first connected East and West, Jurafsky
paints avibrant portrait of how our foods developed. A surprising history of culinary exchange—a sharing of
ideas and culture as much as ingredients and flavors—Ilies just beneath the surface of our daily snacks, soups,
and suppers.

Engaging and informed, Jurafsky's unique study illuminates an extraordinary network of language, history,
and food. The menu is yoursto enjoy.
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From reader reviews:
Jennifer Oaks:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they are still students or it for al peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Language of Food: A Linguist Reads
the Menu. All type of book would you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other
social media

Elliott Townsend:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individua ? I
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because
just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Language of Food: A Linguist Reads the
Menu to read.

Judi Orta:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find anew activity hereislook different you
can read a new book. It isredly fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a guide. The book The Language of Food: A Linguist Reads the Menu it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou
can mOore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Amy Quist:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book The Language of Food: A Linguist Reads the Menu was filled with regards
to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to
read areserve. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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