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The Chosen People tells the history of the Jews from the conquest of Jersualem by Nebuchadnezzar of
Babylon in 587 B.C.E. to the Second Jewish Revolt of C.E. 132. John Allegro bases his account on
traditional texts — books of the Old Testament, Josephus, Philo Judaeus, Dio Cassius, and others — and sets
out the complicated parade of plots, counter-plots, betrayals, and insurrections in a brisk and highly readable
sequence. His main theme is how the conception of the Jewish nation as a divinely chosen race was planted
as a political ambition among the exiled Jews. Bringing together old customs and stories, the idea was fired
by the longing of the Babylonian Jews for their traditional homeland. Many of them grew prosperous outside
Palestine, and their wealthy communities manipulated the wish for identity in the idea of an exclusive
Judaism embodied as a political state and fighting for autonomy against local and imperial neighbors —
more dream than fact. The author writes that “When the ‘new Judaism’ came to be hammered out after the
return from captivity, it was around these ancient customs and a historicized mythology that it was
fashioned.” The religion was devised not, as popularly presented, by gift of the desert god Yahweh who had
manifested himself in opposition to the Canaanite fertility god Baal but by reinterpreting the Sumerian idea
of a life-giving god over many generations. For there was no fundamental opposition — the god-names
originally meant the same. This second edition features a new introduction by James M. Donovan.
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From reader reviews:

Antoine Harris:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Chosen People. You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book The Chosen People. You
can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or
even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Patricia Welling:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Chosen People as your daily resource information.

James Ensor:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among
the books in the top listing in your reading list is The Chosen People. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
e-book you can get many advantages.

Jodie Kahl:

You can get this The Chosen People by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not
only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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