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Tales of the Emperor is based on the life of Qin Shi Huang (circa 260–210 BCE), the “First Emperor” – he
who unified China, gave it his name, built the Great Wall, entombed an army of terra cotta soldiers, authored
legalism, erased history, insinuated governance, and established paranoia as a national characteristic. His
dynasty did not outlive him but his influence permeates the present and, there is ample indication, will
dominate the future.

The literary method of Tales of the Emperor is derived from the first Chinese attempt at “writing history” –
the famous Historical Records of Ssu-Ma Ch’ien. Like that Chinese classic, Tales of the Emperor is
motivated by the desire to understand the past by entering it, mixing testimony with anecdote, interpretation
with invention, biography with characterization, objective analysis with passionate self-interest.

Birth to death, Tales of the Emperor tells the story of its central figure in a thematic rather than a chronologic
narrative. In a mosaic of separate tales – some no more than fragments, others chapter-length – intersecting
characters are presented, entwined, relinquished, among them a failed assassin, a wily adviser, an ironic
architect, a castrated historian, an entire tribe of grave builders, and, of course, the wry, conflicted, everyday
tyrant himself. The Emperor’s accomplishments are documented, his strivings are examined, and intimate
tittle-tattle about him is indulged.

There’s only one principal theme: you find the antiquity you look for, or, in the language of the book:
“history is the study of the paintings of great events.”
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Higa:

The book Tales of the Emperor can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Tales of the Emperor? Some of you
have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book Tales of the Emperor has simple shape but the truth is know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So
it is very wonderful.

Roger Ruelas:

Typically the book Tales of the Emperor will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Tales of the Emperor is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Eldon Hall:

Tales of the Emperor can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into joy arrangement in writing Tales of the Emperor however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one
of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Bryan Perry:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think
reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can have the e-
book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Tales of the Emperor which is finding the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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