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Examining a series of court decisions made during the 1980s regarding the legal claims of several Native
American tribes who attempted to protect ancestrally revered lands from development schemes by the
federal government, this book looks at important questions raised about the religious status of land. The
tribes used the First Amendment right of free exercise of religion as the basis of their claim, since
governmental action threatened to alter the land which served as the primordial sacred reality without which
their derivative religious practices would be meaningless. Brown argues that a constricted notion of religion
on the part of the courts, combined with a pervasive cultural predisposition towards land as private property,
marred the Constitutional analysis of the courts to deprive the Native American plaintiffs of religious liberty.

Brown looks at four cases, which raised the issue at the federal district and appellate court levels, centered on
lands in Tennessee, Utah, South Dakota, and Arizona; then it considers a fifth case regarding land in
northwestern California, which ultimately went to the U.S. Supreme Court. In all cases, the author identifies
serious deficiencies in the judicial evaluations. The lower courts applied a conception of religion as a set of
beliefs and practices that are discrete and essentially separate from land, thus distorting and devaluing the
fundamental basis of the tribal claims. It was this reductive fixation of land as property, implicit in the
rulings of the first four cases, that became explicitly sanctioned and codified in the Supreme Court's decision
in Lyng v. Northwest Indian Cemetery Protective Association of 1988. In reaching such a position, the
Supreme Court injudiciously engaged in a policy determination to protect government land holdings, and did
so through a shocking repudiation of its own long established jurisprudential procedure in cases concerning
the free exercise of religion.
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From reader reviews:

John Bullen:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Religion, Law, and the
Land: Native Americans and the Judicial Interpretation of Sacred Land (Contributions in Legal Studies) to
read.

Traci Farris:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Religion, Law, and the Land: Native
Americans and the Judicial Interpretation of Sacred Land (Contributions in Legal Studies) publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Religion, Law, and the Land: Native Americans and the
Judicial Interpretation of Sacred Land (Contributions in Legal Studies) as good book not merely by the cover
but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Johnnie Santiago:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Religion, Law, and the Land: Native
Americans and the Judicial Interpretation of Sacred Land (Contributions in Legal Studies) can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Bruce Butera:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Religion, Law, and the Land: Native Americans and
the Judicial Interpretation of Sacred Land (Contributions in Legal Studies). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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