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Late Antiquity (ca. 250-650) witnessed the transition from Classical Antiquity to the Middle Ages in the
Mediterranean and Near Eastern worlds. Christianity displaced polytheism over a wide area, offering new
definitions of identity and community. The Roman Empire collapsed in Western Europe to be replaced by
new "Germanic" kingdoms. In the East, Byzantium emerged, while the Persian Empire reached its apogee
and collapsed. Arab armies carrying the banner of Islam reshaped the political map and brought the late
antique era to a close.

This sourcebook illustrates the dramatic political, social and religious transformations of Late Antiquity
through the words of the men and women who experienced them. Drawing from Greek, Latin, Syriac,
Hebrew, Coptic, Persian, Arabic and Armenian sources, the carefully chosen passages illuminate the lives of
emperors, abbesses, aristocrats, slaves, children, barbarian chieftains, and saints . The Roman Empire is kept
at the centre of the discussion, with chapters devoted to its government, cities, army, law, medicine, domestic
life, philosophy, Christianity, polytheism, and Jews. Further chapters deal with the peoples who surrounded
the Roman state: Persians, Huns, northern "Germanic" barbarians, and the followers of Islam.

This revised and updated second edition provides an expanded view of Late Antiquity with a new chapter on
domestic life, as well extra material throughout, including passages that appear for the first time in English
translation. Readings in Late Antiquity is the only sourcebook that covers such a wide range of topics over
the full breadth of the late antique period.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Olden:

The book Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World) make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make
studying a book Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World)
to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a publication
Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World). Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
guide?

John Enriquez:

The book Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like
a book Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World)? A
number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook
(Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Rafael Rainey:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge
you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education
books but if you want sense happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel.
Typically the Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World) is
kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Harry Barnes:

Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for the Ancient World) can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into



satisfaction arrangement in writing Readings in Late Antiquity: A Sourcebook (Routledge Sourcebooks for
the Ancient World) but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage
of crucial pondering.
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