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How did ancient Greek men and women deal with the uncertainty and risk of everyday life? What did they
fear most, and how did they manage their anxieties? Esther Eidinow sets side-by-side two collections of
material usually studied in isolation: binding curse tablets from across the ancient world, and the collection
of published private questions from the oracle at Dodona in north-west Greece. Eidinow uses these texts to
explore perceptions of risk and uncertainty in ancient society, challenging previous explanations.

In these records we hear voices that are rarely, if ever, heard in literary texts and history books. The
questions and curses in these tablets comprise fervent, sometimes ferocious appeals to the gods. The stories
they tell offer tantalizing glimpses of everyday life, carrying the reader through the teeming ancient city --
both its physical setting and its social dynamics. Among these tablets we find prostitutes and publicans,
doctors and soldiers, netmakers and silver-workers, actors and seamstresses. Anxious litigants ask the gods
to silence their opponents. Men inquire about the paternity of their children. Women beg the gods to help
them keep their men. Business rivals try to corner the market. Slaves plead to escape their masters.

This material takes us beyond the headlines of ancient history, offering new insights into institutions,
activities, and relationships. Above all, individually and together, these texts help us to understand some of
the ways in which ancient Greek men and women understood the world. In turn, the beliefs and activities of
an ancient culture may shed light on modern attitudes to risk.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Rutland:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Oracles,
Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Benjamin Hoffman:

The book untitled Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Jere Bingham:

Beside that Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks in your phone, it might give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come
on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as
read it from currently!

Mary Tobin:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the
Ancient Greeks to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading talent is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea
about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and study
it. Beside that the guide Oracles, Curses, and Risk Among the Ancient Greeks can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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