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American living standards improved considerably between 1900 and 2000. While most observers focus on
gainsin per-capitaincome as a measure of economic well-being, economists have used other measures of
well-being: height, weight, and longevity. The increased amount of leisure time per week and across people's
lifetimes, however, has been an unsung aspect of the improved standard of living in America.

In Century of the Leisured Masses, David George Surdam explores the growing presence of |eisure activities
in Americans' lives and how this devel opment came out throughout the twentieth century. Most Americans
have gone from working fifty-five or more hours per week to working fewer than forty, although many
Americans at the top rungs of the economic ladder continue to work long hours. Not only do more
Americans have more time to devote to other activities, they are able to enjoy higher-quality leisure. New
forms of leisure have given Americans more choices, better quality, and greater convenience. For instance, in
addition to producing music themselves, they can now listen to the most talented musicians when and where
they want. Television began as black and white on small screens; within fifty years, Americans had a cast of
dozens of channelsto choose from. They could also purchase favorite shows and movies to watch at their
convenience. Even Americans with low incomes enjoyed television and other new forms of leisure.

This growth of leisure resulted from a combination of growing productivity, better health, and technology.
American workers became more productive and chose to spend their improved productivity and higher
wages by consuming more, taking more time off, and enjoying better working conditions. By century's end,
relatively few Americans were engaged in arduous, dangerous, and stultifying occupations. The reign of
tyranny on the shop floor, in retail shops, and in offices was mitigated; many Americans could even enjoy
leisure activities during work hours.

Failure to consider the gainsin leisure time and |eisure consumption understates the gainsin American living

standards. With Century of the Leisured Masses, Surdam has comprehensively documented and examined
the developments in this important marker of well-being throughout the past century.
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From reader reviews:
Ann Gross:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this Century of the Leisured Masses:
Entertainment and the Transformation of Twentieth-Century America book as beginner and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

LeeErbe

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you haveread is
actually Century of the Leisured Masses: Entertainment and the Transformation of Twentieth-Century
America.

Daniel Nelson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Century of the
Leisured Masses: Entertainment and the Transformation of Twentieth-Century Americawhich is getting the
e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's observe.

Matthew Sewell:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Century of the Leisured Masses: Entertainment and the Transformation of Twentieth-
Century Americawe can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become
creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end
up being doubt to change your life by this book Century of the Leisured Masses: Entertainment and the
Transformation of Twentieth-Century America. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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