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Despite hundreds of millions of visitors each year, zoos have remained outside of the realm of philosophical
analysis. This lack of theoretical examination is interesting considering the paradoxical position within
which a zoo is situated, being a space of animal confinement as well as a site that provides valuable tools for
species conservation, public education, and entertainment. Why Do We Go to the Zoo? argues that the zoo is
a legitimate space of academic inquiry. The modes of communication taking place at the zoo that keep
drawing us back time and time again beg for a careful investigation. In this book, the meaning of the zoo as
communicative space is explored.
This book relies on the phenomenological method from Edmund Husserl and a rhetorical approach to
examine the interaction between people and animals in the zoo space. Phenomenology, the philosophy of
examining the engaged everyday lived experience, is a natural method to use in the project. Despite its rich
history and tradition it is interesting that there are very few books explaining “how to do” phenomenology.
Why Do We Go to the Zoo? provides a detailed account of how to actually conduct a phenomenological
analysis.
The author spent thousands of hours in zoos watching people and animals interact as well as talking with
people both formally and informally. This book asks readers to bracket their preconceptions of what goes on
in the zoo and, instead, to explore the meaning of powerful zoo experiences while reminding us of the
troubled history of zoos.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Why Do We Go
to the Zoo?: Communication, Animals, and the Cultural-Historical Experience of Zoos (The Fairleigh
Dickinson University Press Series in Communication Studies)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Annie Hendricks:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Why Do We Go to the Zoo?: Communication, Animals, and the
Cultural-Historical Experience of Zoos (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Communication
Studies) as your daily resource information.

Ann Lang:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Why Do We Go to the
Zoo?: Communication, Animals, and the Cultural-Historical Experience of Zoos (The Fairleigh Dickinson
University Press Series in Communication Studies) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Why Do We Go to the Zoo?: Communication, Animals,
and the Cultural-Historical Experience of Zoos (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in
Communication Studies) become your personal starter.

Donna Moore:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Why Do We Go to the Zoo?: Communication, Animals, and the
Cultural-Historical Experience of Zoos (The Fairleigh Dickinson University Press Series in Communication



Studies) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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