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We think we know what upward mobility stories are about--virtuous striving justly rewarded, or unprincipled
social climbing regrettably unpunished. Either way, these stories seem obviously concerned with the self-
making of self-reliant individuals rather than with any collective interest. In Upward Mobility and the
Common Good, Bruce Robbins completely overturns these assumptions to expose a hidden tradition of erotic
social interdependence at the heart of the literary canon.

Reinterpreting novels by figures such as Balzac, Stendhal, Charlotte Brontë, Dickens, Dreiser, Wells,
Doctorow, and Ishiguro, along with a number of films, Robbins shows how deeply the material and erotic
desires of upwardly mobile characters are intertwined with the aid they receive from some sort of benefactor
or mentor. In his view, Hannibal Lecter of The Silence of the Lambs becomes a key figure of social mobility
in our time. Robbins argues that passionate and ambiguous relationships (like that between Lecter and
Clarice Starling) carry the upward mobility story far from anyone's simple self-interest, whether the
protagonist's or the mentor's. Robbins concludes that upward mobility stories have paradoxically helped
American and European society make the transition from an ethic of individual responsibility to one of
collective accountability, a shift that made the welfare state possible, but that also helps account for society's
fascination with cases of sexual abuse and harassment by figures of authority.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Baudoin:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Upward Mobility and the Common Good:
Toward a Literary History of the Welfare State. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can
look for the internet methods or other social media.

Tom Copper:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe their
experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Upward
Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a Literary History of the Welfare State.

Lavonne Ouellette:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book Upward Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a Literary
History of the Welfare State it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Clinton Perez:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways



to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Upward Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a Literary
History of the Welfare State can make you feel more interested to read.
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