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This book traces the development of theories of the self and personal identity from the ancient Greeks to the
present day. From Plato and Aristotle to Freud and Foucault, Raymond Martin and John Barresi explore the
works of a wide range of thinkers and reveal the larger intellectual trends, controversies, and ideas that have
revolutionized the way we think about ourselves.

The authors open with ancient Greece, where the ideas of Plato, Aristotle, and the materialistic atomists laid
the groundwork for future theories. They then discuss the ideas of the church fathers and medieval and
Renaissance philosophers, including St. Paul, Philo, Augustine, Aquinas, and Montaigne. In their coverage
of the emergence of a new mechanistic conception of nature in the seventeenth century, Martin and Barresi
note a shift away from religious and purely philosophical notions of self and personal identity to more
scientific and social conceptions, a trend that has continued to the present day. They explore modern
philosophy and psychology, including the origins of different traditions within each discipline, and explain
both the theoretical relevance of feminism and gender and ethnic studies and also the ways that Derrida and
other recent thinkers have challenged the very idea that a unified self or personal identity even exists.

Martin and Barresi cover a number of issues broached by philosophers and psychologists, such as the
existence of a fixed and unchanging self and whether the concept of the soul has a use outside of religious
contexts. They address the question of whether notions of the soul and the self are still viable in today's
world. Together, they reveal the fascinating ways in which great thinkers have grappled with these and other
questions and the astounding impact their ideas have had on the development of self-understanding in the
west.
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From reader reviews:

Kermit Diaz:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Rise and Fall of Soul and Self: An Intellectual History of Personal
Identity. Try to face the book The Rise and Fall of Soul and Self: An Intellectual History of Personal Identity
as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Dean Rakestraw:

The publication untitled The Rise and Fall of Soul and Self: An Intellectual History of Personal Identity is
the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Rise and Fall of Soul and
Self: An Intellectual History of Personal Identity from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Patrick Duenas:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Rise and Fall of Soul and Self:
An Intellectual History of Personal Identity why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Alice Wilkerson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be study. The Rise and Fall of Soul and Self: An Intellectual History of
Personal Identity can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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