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This book studies several of Mark Helprin’s novels in terms of their relation to Dante’s Divine Comedy. The
authors demonstrate that A Soldier of the Great War, In Sunlight and in Shadow, and Winter’s Tale
substantially correspond to, respectively, Dante’s Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso. The author himself has
acknowledged his debt to Dante and references to the Comedy appear throughout his works. It is not that
Helprin’s novels track their Dantean antecedents slavishly, or even follow the structure of the Canticles
explicitly. Rather, the central arguments of Dante’s three works are taken up by Helprin in his novels. In
adopting Dante’s essentially Platonic doctrine of mediation, Helprin’s characters are fully instantiated human
beings who also mediate and reveal the divine.

In his engagement with Dante, Helprin affirms the core philosophical, theological and psychological
arguments of the Comedy, and then modifies those arguments in a distinctly modern way. Specifically,
Helprin focuses on human freedom as the necessary precondition for justice to exist, both for individuals and
for societies. In the final chapter of the book, the authors turn to Helprin’s Freddy and Fredericka. In this
novel, Helprin both assumes Dante’s argument, and then radically alters it, by pointing to the possibility of a
just regime on earth, rather than one that exists merely in heaven. While accepting much of Dante’s
metaphysical argument, Helprin shows the virtues of liberal democracy as that form of political regime that
is most able to unite human eros with eternal principles. In the end, Helprin’s novels are remarkable for the
way in which they advocate for ancient virtues, while insisting upon the distinctly modern liberal account of
human freedom as the necessary foundation for human flourishing.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Payne:

The book untitled Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That
Moves the Sun and the Other Stars contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with
easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read that. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Ryan Connors:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in
the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars is simple to deliver you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Oliver Lyle:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin:
The Love That Moves the Sun and the Other Stars. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Suk Barry:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the Recollecting Dante's Divine Comedy in the Novels of Mark Helprin: The Love That Moves the Sun and
the Other Stars when you needed it?
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