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Pushed out of the South as Reconstruction ended and as white landowners, employers, and “Redeemer”
governments sought to reestablish the constraints of slavery, thousands of African Americans migrated west
in search of better opportunities. As the first well-known all-black community on the plains, Nicodemus,
Kansas, became a national exemplar of black self-improvement. But Nicodemus also embodied many of the
problems facing African Americans during this time. Diverging philosophies within the community,
Charlotte Hinger argues, foretold the differences that continue to divide black politicians and intellectuals
today.

At the time Nicodemus was founded, politicians underestimated the power of African American voters. But
three of the town’s black homesteaders—Abram Thompson Hall, Jr., Edward Preston McCabe, and John W.
Niles—exerted extraordinary influence over county, state, and national politics. Hinger examines their
divergent strategies for leading their community and for relating to white people, which reflected emerging
black worldviews across the United States as African Americans grappled with the responsibilities
accompanying their new freedom. Hall supported racial uplift, McCabe insisted on achieving equality
through politics and legislation, and Niles advocated reparations for slavery. Hall and McCabe, both
northerners, had distinguished educations, while Niles, a former slave, was a gifted orator. Their differing
approaches to creating a new civilization on the prairie, seeking justice for blacks, and improving the
situation of Nicodemus citizens roiled Kansas politics, already in turmoil over temperance and woman’s
suffrage.

Nicodemus was a microcosm of all the issues facing black Americans in the late nineteenth century, and
Hall, McCabe, and Niles are archetypes for powerful philosophies that have persisted into the twenty-first
century. This study of their ideas and the ways they shaped Nicodemus offers a novel perspective on the
most famous post–Civil War African American community in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Johnson:

The book Nicodemus: Post-Reconstruction Politics and Racial Justice in Western Kansas (Race and Culture
in the American West Series) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable
far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with
the subject. If you can make examining a book Nicodemus: Post-Reconstruction Politics and Racial Justice
in Western Kansas (Race and Culture in the American West Series) to get your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able
to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Nicodemus: Post-Reconstruction Politics and
Racial Justice in Western Kansas (Race and Culture in the American West Series). Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Juanita Hernandez:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Nicodemus: Post-
Reconstruction Politics and Racial Justice in Western Kansas (Race and Culture in the American West
Series) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Sharon Hardin:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the book untitled Nicodemus: Post-Reconstruction Politics and Racial Justice in
Western Kansas (Race and Culture in the American West Series) can be great book to read. May be it might
be best activity to you.

Lidia Mejia:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Nicodemus: Post-Reconstruction
Politics and Racial Justice in Western Kansas (Race and Culture in the American West Series) is simple to
bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring
often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save



typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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