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As a young writer with neither profession nor money, William Wordsworth committed himself to a career as
a poet, embracing what he believed was his destiny. But even the “giant Wordsworth,” as his friend and
collaborator Samuel Taylor Coleridge called him, had his doubts. In Myself and Some Other Being, Daniel
Robinson presents a young Wordsworth, as ambitious and insecure as any writer starting out, who was trying
to prove to himself that he could become the great poet he desired to be and that Coleridge, equally brilliant
and insecure, believed he already was.

Myself and Some Other Being is the story of Wordsworth becoming Wordsworth by writing the fragments
and drafts of what would eventually become The Prelude, an autobiographical epic poem addressed to
Coleridge that he hid from the public and was only published after his death in 1850. Feeling pressured to
write the greatest epic poem of all time, a task set for him by Coleridge, Wordsworth feared that he was not
up to the challenge and instead looked inside himself for memories and materials that he might make into
poetry using the power of his imagination. What he found there was another Wordsworth—not exactly the
memory of his younger self but rather “some other being” that he could adapt for an innovative kind of life-
writing that he hoped would justify his writing life. By writing about himself and that other being,
Wordsworth created an innovative autobiographical epic of becoming that is the masterpiece he believed he
had failed to write.

In focusing on this young, ambitious, yet insecure Wordsworth struggling to find his place among other
writers, Robinson ably demonstrates how The Prelude may serve as a provocative, instructive, and
inspirational rumination on the writing of one’s own life. Concentrating on the process of Wordsworth’s
endless revisions, the real literary business of creativity, Robinson puts Wordsworth forward as a model and
inspiration for the next generation of writers.
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From reader reviews:

Leo Osborne:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for people. The book Myself and Some Other Being: Wordsworth
and the Life Writing (Muse Books) has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Myself and Some Other
Being: Wordsworth and the Life Writing (Muse Books) is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve.
Try to make relationship together with the book Myself and Some Other Being: Wordsworth and the Life
Writing (Muse Books). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Hollie Hoffman:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Myself and Some Other Being: Wordsworth and the Life Writing (Muse Books), you are
able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a publication.

Rosemarie Cleveland:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be read.
Myself and Some Other Being: Wordsworth and the Life Writing (Muse Books) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Robert Hensley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Myself and
Some Other Being: Wordsworth and the Life Writing (Muse Books).
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