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Americans are a nation-building people, and in Liberty’s Surest Guardian, Jeremi Suri—Nobel Fellow and
leading light in the next generation of policy makers—looks to America’s history to see both what it has to
offer failed states around the world and what it should avoid. Far from being cold imperialists, Americans
have earnestly attempted to export their invention of representative government. We have had successes
(Reconstruction after the American Civil War, the Philippines, Western Europe) and failures (Vietnam), and
we can learn a good deal from both.

Nation-building is in America’s DNA. It dates back to the days of the American Revolution, when the
founding fathers invented the concept of popular sovereignty—the idea that you cannot have a national
government without a collective will. The framers of the Constitution initiated a policy of cautious nation-
building, hoping not to conquer other countries, but to build a world of stable, self-governed societies that
would support America’s way of life. Yetno other country has created more problems for itself and for others
by intervening in distant lands and pursuing impractical changes.

Nation-building can work only when local citizens “own it,” and do not feel it is forced upon them. There is
no one way to spread this idea successfully, but Suri has mined more than two hundred years of American
policy in order to explain the five “P”s of nation-building:

PARTNERS: Nation-building always requires partners; there must be communication between people on
the ground and people in distant government offices.

PROCESS: Human societies do not follow formulas. Nation-building is a process which does not produce
clear, quick results.

PROBLEM-SOLVING: Leadership must start small, addressing basic problems. Public trust during a
period of occupation emerges from the fulfillment of basic needs.

PURPOSE: Small beginnings must serve larger purposes. Citizens must see the value in what they’re doing.

PEOPLE: Nation-building is about people. Large forces do not move history. People move history.

Our actions in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Libya will have a dramatic impact on international stability. Jeremi
Suri, provocative historian and one of Smithsonian magazine’s “Top Young Innovators,” takes on the idea of
American exceptionalism and turns it into a playbook for President Obama over the next, vital few years.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Liberty's Surest
Guardian: American Nation-Building from the Founders to Obama? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Jacquelyn Lopez:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Liberty's Surest Guardian: American Nation-Building from the Founders to Obama.

Nathanael Ma:

The publication with title Liberty's Surest Guardian: American Nation-Building from the Founders to Obama
has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in
new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Robert Harriman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Liberty's Surest Guardian: American Nation-Building from the Founders to Obama can be your answer
because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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