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In Civil War Humor, author Cameron C. Nickels examines the various forms of comedic popular artifacts
produced in Americafrom 1861 to 1865, and looks at how wartime humor was created, disseminated, and
received by both sides of the conflict. Song lyrics, newspaper columns, sheet music covers, illustrations,
political cartoons, fiction, light verse, paper dolls, printed envelopes, and penny dreadfuls--from and for the
Union and the Confederacy--are analyzed at length.

Nickels argues that the war coincided with the rise of inexpensive mass printing in the United States and thus
subsequently with the rise of the country's widely distributed popular culture. As such, the war was as much
a"paper war"--involving the use of publications to disseminate propaganda and ideas about the Union and
the Confederacy's positions--as one taking place on battlefields. Humor was a key element on both sidesin
deflating pretensions and establishing political stances (and ways of critiquing them). Civil War Humor
explores how the combatants portrayed Jefferson Davis and Abraham Lincoln, life on the home front,

battles, and African Americans.

Civil War Humor reproduces over sixty illustrations and texts created during the war and provides close
readings of these materials. At the same time, it places this corpus of comedy in the context of wartime
history, economies, and tactics. This comprehensive overview examines humor's role in shaping and
reflecting the cultural imagination of the nation during its most tumultuous period.
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From reader reviews:
Mildred Duncan:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Civil War Humor book as starter and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Eleanor Y oo:

Exactly why? Because this Civil War Humor is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it
was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So, it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of gains
than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
delay having that book? If | were you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Edward McCain:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Civil War Humor why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic
asthe outside as well as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Fred Simpson:

On thiserawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have alook at some books. On the list of booksin the
top record in your reading list is Civil War Humor. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can
get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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