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With hisrosy cheeks and matching red suit—and ever-present elf and reindeer companions—Santa Claus
may be the most identifiable of fantastical characters. But what do we really know of jolly old Saint
Nicholas,"patron saint"of Christmastime? Ask about the human behind the suit, and the tale we know so well
quickly fades into myth and folklore.

In The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus, religious historian Adam English tells the true and compelling tale
of Saint Nicholas, bishop of Myra. Around the fourth century in what is now Turkey, a boy of humble
circumstance became a man revered for his many virtues. Chief among them was dealing generoudly with his
possessions, once lifting an entire family out of poverty with a single—and secret—gift of gold, so legend
tells. Y et he was much more than virtuous. As English reveals, Saint Nicholas was of integral influencein
events that would significantly impact the history and development of the Christian church, including the
Council of Nicaea, the destruction of the temple to Artemisin Myra, and a miraculous rescue of three falsely
accused military officers. And Nicholas became the patron saint of children and sailors, merchants and
thieves, aswell as France, Russia, Greece, and myriad others.

Weaving together the best historical and archaeological evidence available with the folklore and legends
handed down through generations, English creates a stunning image of this much venerated Christian saint.
With prose as enjoyable asit is informative, he shows why the life—and death—of Nicholas of Myra so
radically influenced the formation of Western history and Christian thought, and did so in ways many have
never realized.

The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus received the St. Nicholas I nstitute's " Nicholas as our M odel"
award in 2013.

For more, including photos, author interviews, news, and author appearances, visit
SaintWhoWouldBeSanta.com.
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From reader reviews:
Frank Anderson:

This The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The main reason of this The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus can be one of severa great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Saint
Who Would Be Santa Claus forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Bridgett Killion:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Saint Who
Would Be Santa Claus that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading practice al over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you can pick The Saint Who Would Be Santa Claus become your personal
Starter.

James Rouse:

This The Saint Who Would Be Santa Clausis great publication for you because the content that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The Saint Who
Would Be Santa Claus in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it isnot ridiculous asingle.
We can say that ho book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So,
thisis good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Staci Luton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you aso know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra The Saint Who Would Be Santa
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