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“Lerner [is] among the most promising young poets now writing.”—Publishers Weekly

“Sharp, ambitious, and impressive.” —Boston Review

National Book Award finalist Ben Lerner turns to science once again for his guiding metaphor. “Mean free
path” is the average distance a particle travels before colliding with another particle. The poems in Lerner’s
third collection are full of layered collisions—repetitions, fragmentations, stutters, re-combinations—that
track how language threatens to break up or change course under the emotional pressures of the utterance.
And then there’s the larger collision of love, and while Lerner questions whether love poems are even
possible, he composes a gorgeous, symphonic, and complicated one.

You startled me. I thought you were sleeping
In the traditional sense. I like looking
At anything under glass, especially
Glass. You called me. Like overheard
Dreams. I’m writing this one as a woman
Comfortable with failure. I promise I will never
But the predicate withered. If you are
Uncomfortable seeing this as portraiture
Close your eyes. No, you startled

Ben Lerner is the author of three books of poetry and was named a finalist for the National Book Award for
his second book, Angle of Yaw. He holds degrees from Brown University, co-founded No: a journal of the
arts, and teaches at the University of Pittsburgh.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Mean Free Path. Try to stumble through book Mean Free
Path as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience in
addition to knowledge with this book.

Catherine Kuntz:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question simply because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Mean Free
Path to read.

Katie Grossi:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Mean Free Path book because
this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Jonathan Baker:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider if those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Mean Free Path as your daily resource
information.
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