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Winner of the MEA's 2008 Marshall McLuhan Award for Outstanding Book in the Field of Media Ecology.

'A compelling, authoritative, and painstakingly documented narrative, Imaginary Futures traces the
emergence of the computer era in the context of desperately competing ideologies, economics, and empires.
This is a work of passionate and persuasive scholarship by a contemporary social theorist at the top of his
game.'
Douglas Rushkoff, author, Coercion, Media Virus, Get Back in the Box.

'Imaginary Futures gives insight into how the dominant utopias of today were shaped in the time of the Cold
War and served the ideological needs of the elites. While the Cold War West had a much better present, it
was the Soviet East which had a vision of the future. The invention of a Western utopia became an important
factor in the struggle for global power.'
Boris Kagarlitsky, Senior Research Fellow, Institute for Comparative Political Studies, Russian Academy of
Sciences

-- The future is now--

Richard Barbrook argues that, at the height of the Cold War, the Americans invented a truly revolutionary
tool: the Internet. Yet, for all of its libertarian potential, hi-tech science soon became a tool of geopolitical
dominance. The rest of the world was expected to follow America's path into the networked future.

Today, we're still told that the Net is creating the information society. Barbrook shows how we can reclaim
its revolutionary purpose: how the DIY ethic of the internet can help people shape information technologies
in their own interest and reinvent their own, improved visions of the future.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Davis:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Imaginary Futures: From
Thinking Machines to the Global Village. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Kathryn Glover:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Imaginary Futures: From Thinking Machines to
the Global Village to read.

Charlsie Sprouse:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Imaginary Futures: From Thinking
Machines to the Global Village, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Donald Thomas:

This Imaginary Futures: From Thinking Machines to the Global Village is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Imaginary Futures: From Thinking Machines to the Global Village
in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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