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In Cinema Approaching Reality, Victor Fan brings together, for the first time, Chinese and Euro-American
film theories and theorists to engage in critical debates about film in Shangha and Hong Kong from the
1920s through 1940s. His point of departure is aterm popularly employed by Chinese film critics during this
period, bizhen, often trandlated as “lifelike” but best understood as “ approaching redlity.” What these
Chinese theorists mean, in Fan’s reading, is that the cinematographic image is not aform of total reality, but
it can allow spectators to apprehend an effect as though they had been there at the time when an event
actually happened.

Fan suggests that the phrase “ approaching reality” can help to renegotiate an aporia (blind spot) that
influential French film critic André Bazin wrestled with: the cinematographic image is atrace of reality, yet
reality is absent in the cinematographic image, and the cinema makes present this absence as it reactivates
the passage of time. Fan enriches Bazinian cinematic ontology with discussions on cinematic reality in
Republican China and colonial Hong Kong, putting Western theorists—from Bazin and Kracauer to
Baudrillard, Agamben, and Deleuze—into dialogue with their Chinese counterparts. The result is an eye-
opening exploration of the potentialities in approaching cinema anew, especialy in the photographic
materiality following its digital turn.
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From reader reviews:
Kim McLoughlin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Cinema Approaching Reality:

L ocating Chinese Film Theory that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading habit al over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for all you who want to start studying
as your good habit, you could pick Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory become
your personal starter.

Kevin Williams;

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory
why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you
actually. Theinside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Y our reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

L awr ence Woods:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating
Chinese Film Theory can give you alot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you have
matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should
have Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese Film Theory.

Elizabeth Black:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the book Cinema Approaching Reality: Locating Chinese
Film Theory to make your reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
opinion about book and examining especially. It isto be first opinion for you to like to open abook and learn
it. Beside that the guide Cinema Approaching Reality: L ocating Chinese Film Theory can to be your brand-
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of these time.
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