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While Chicago has the second-largest Mexican population among U.S. cities, relatively little ethnographic
attention has focused on its Mexican community. This much-needed ethnography of Mexicans living and
working in Chicago examines processes of racialization, labor subordination, and class formation; the
politics of nativism; and the structures of citizenship and immigration law. Nicholas De Genova develops a
theory of “Mexican Chicago” as a transnational social and geographic space that joins Chicago to
innumerable communities throughout Mexico. “Mexican Chicago” is a powerful analytical tool, a challenge
to the way that social scientists have thought about immigration and pluralism in the United States, and the
basis for a wide-ranging critique of U.S. notions of race, national identity, and citizenship.

De Genova worked for two and a half years as a teacher of English in ten industrial workplaces (primarily
metal-fabricating factories) throughout Chicago and its suburbs. In Working the Boundaries he draws on
fieldwork conducted in these factories, in community centers, and in the homes and neighborhoods of
Mexican migrants. He describes how the meaning of “Mexican” is refigured and racialized in relation to a
U.S. social order dominated by a black-white binary. Delving into immigration law, he contends that
immigration policies have worked over time to produce Mexicans as the U.S. nation-state’s iconic “illegal
aliens.” He explains how the constant threat of deportation is used to keep Mexican workers in line. Working
the Boundaries is a major contribution to theories of race and transnationalism and a scathing indictment of
U.S. labor and citizenship policies.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Flowers:

The reserve with title Working the Boundaries: Race, Space, and "Illegality" in Mexican Chicago includes a
lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Bess Cook:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Working
the Boundaries: Race, Space, and "Illegality" in Mexican Chicago the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get ahead of. The Working the Boundaries: Race, Space, and "Illegality" in Mexican Chicago
giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for
your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Katie Jones:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Working the Boundaries:
Race, Space, and "Illegality" in Mexican Chicago that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying
as your good habit, you may pick Working the Boundaries: Race, Space, and "Illegality" in Mexican
Chicago become your own personal starter.

Ronda Powers:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Working the Boundaries: Race, Space, and "Illegality" in Mexican Chicago
this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was



represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
ideal all of you.
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