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Studies of Victorian governance have been profoundly influenced by Discipline and Punish, Michel
Foucault's groundbreaking genealogy of modern power. Yet, according to Lauren Goodlad, Foucault's
analysis is better suited to the history of the Continent than to nineteenth-century Britain, with its
decentralized, voluntarist institutional culture and passionate disdain for state interference. Focusing on a
wide range of Victorian writing—from literary figures such as Charles Dickens, George Gissing, Harriet
Martineau, J. S. Mill, Anthony Trollope, and H. G. Wells to prominent social reformers such as Edwin
Chadwick, Thomas Chalmers, Sir James Kay-Shuttleworth, and Beatrice Webb—Goodlad shows that
Foucault's later essays on liberalism and "governmentality" provide better critical tools for understanding the
nineteenth-century British state.

Victorian Literature and the Victorian State delves into contemporary debates over sanitary, education, and
civil service reform, the Poor Laws, and the century-long attempt to substitute organized charity for state
services. Goodlad's readings elucidate the distinctive quandary of Victorian Britain and, indeed, any modern
society conceived in liberal terms: the elusive quest for a "pastoral" agency that is rational, all-embracing,
and effective but also anti-bureaucratic, personalized, and liberatory. In this study, impressively grounded in
literary criticism, social history, and political theory, Goodlad offers a timely post-Foucauldian account of
Victorian governance that speaks to the resurgent neoliberalism of our own day.
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Victorian Literature and the Victorian
State. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Michael Johnson:

This Victorian Literature and the Victorian State book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This
particular Victorian Literature and the Victorian State without we realize teach the one who examining it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Victorian Literature and the Victorian
State can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Victorian Literature and the Victorian State
having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Dwight Ivers:

The e-book with title Victorian Literature and the Victorian State has lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Gladys Jackson:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Victorian Literature and the Victorian State can be the
response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading
in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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