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How did the world come to be organized into sovereign states? Daniel Philpott argues that two historical
revolutions in ideas are responsible. First, the Protestant Reformation ended medieval Christendom and
brought a system of sovereign states in Europe, culminating at the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. Second,
ideas of equality and colonial nationalism brought a sweeping end to colonial empires around 1960,
spreading the sovereign states system to the rest of the globe. In both cases, revolutions in ideas about
legitimate political authority profoundly altered the "constitution" that establishes basic authority in the
international system.

Ideas exercised influence first by shaping popular identities, then by exercising social power upon the elites
who could bring about new international constitutions. Swaths of early modern Europeans, for instance,
arrived at Protestant beliefs, then fought against the temporal powers of the Church on behalf of the
sovereignty of secular princes, who could overthrow the formidable remains of a unified medieval
Christendom. In the second revolution, colonial nationalists, domestic opponents of empire, and rival
superpowers pressured European cabinets to relinquish their colonies in the name of equality and
nationalism, resulting in a global system of sovereign states. Bringing new theoretical and historical depth to
the study of international relations, Philpott demonstrates that while shifts in military, economic, and other
forms of material power cannot be overlooked, only ideas can explain how the world came to be organized
into a system of sovereign states.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas
Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) had been
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The guide Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped Modern International
Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is not only giving you more new
information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas Shaped
Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics). You never sense
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Carl White:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Revolutions in Sovereignty: How Ideas
Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is simple to
bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to
bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Andrew Fogarty:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Revolutions in Sovereignty:
How Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics)
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Shirley Akins:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Revolutions in Sovereignty: How
Ideas Shaped Modern International Relations (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can be
the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the
others?
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