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When Singapore fell to the Japanese in February 1942, Churchill called it the “largest capitulation in British
history.” Till today, the myth persists that this was due to the British forces’ being caught off-guard, with
their guns facing the wrong direction—towards the sea. This book offers an alternative insight into why
Malaya and Singapore were captured by the Japanese.

The question of the landward defence of Singapore and Malaya was first raised as early as 1918, eventually
taking the form of Operation Matador, the elaborate planning and preparations for which amply demonstrate
that the British fully expected the Japanese to attack Singapore from the rear, and had formulated a plan to
stop the Japanese at the Kra Isthmus. Yet, when the Japanese forces landed, they found Malaya and
Singapore defended by an emasculated fleet, obsolescent aircraft, inadequate artillery and no tanks. The
battle for Malaya and Singapore was lost even before the first shot was fired—in the corridors of power at
Whitehall. Churchill’s half-hearted support for Operation Matador meant that Malaya was starved of the
necessary reinforcements, and the commanders on the spot were expected to “make bricks without straw.”
The question that remains: If implemented, might Operation Matador have stopped the Japanese?
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From reader reviews:

Lacey Clements:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Operation Matador. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Operation Matador. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Thomas Llanos:

The particular book Operation Matador has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you
can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some
research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing
this book.

Wilma Blue:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Operation Matador is simple to
develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You
can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

John Merritt:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been exactly
added. This book Operation Matador was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your
knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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