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‘For seventy years now Desert Island Discs has managed that rare feat – to be both enduring and relevant.
By casting away the biggest names of the day in science, business, politics, showbiz, sport and the arts, it
presents a cross-sectional snapshot of the times in which we live. As the decades have passed, the
programme has kept pace; never frozen in time yet always, somehow, comfortingly the same.’ Kirsty Young

BBC Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs celebrates its seventieth birthday in 2012. Since the programme’s deviser
Roy Plomley interviewed comedian Vic Oliver in January 1942, nearly 3,000 distinguished people from all
walks of life have been stranded on the mythical island, accompanied by only eight records, one book and a
luxury.

Here the story of one of BBC Radio 4’s favourite programmes is chronicled through a special selection of
castaways.

Roy Plomley, inventor of the programme as well as its presenter for over forty years, quizzes the young Cliff
Richard about ‘these rather frenzied movements’ the 1960s pop sensation makes on the stage. Robert
Maxwell tells Plomley’s successor Michael Parkinson that ‘I will have left the world a slightly better place
by having lived in it.’ Diana Mosley assures Sue Lawley that Adolf Hitler was ‘extraordinarily fascinating’
and had mesmeric blue eyes. And Johnny Vegas tugs Kirsty Young’s heart-strings with his account of a
childhood so impoverished that family pets were fair game: ‘My dad had always claimed that rabbits were
livestock, but we’d never eaten one before.’

Desert Island Discs is much more than a radio programme. It is a unique and enduringly popular take on our
lives and times – and this extensively illustrated book tells in rich detail the colourful and absorbing story of
an extraordinary institution.
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From reader reviews:

Winnie Logan:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Desert Island Discs: 70 years of castaways.

Roderick Donnell:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Desert Island Discs: 70 years
of castaways, you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Amanda Dell:

The reason why? Because this Desert Island Discs: 70 years of castaways is an unordinary book that the
inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Eric Vegas:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Desert Island Discs: 70 years of castaways can make you truly feel more interested
to read.
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