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In C. S. Lewis and the Middle Ages, medievalist Robert Boenig explores Lewis’s personal and professional
engagement with medieval literature and culture and argues convincingly that medieval modes of creativity
had a profound impact on Lewis’s imaginative fiction.

The Middle Ages affected Lewis in different ways. Early in his life he found medieval narrative compelling,
sharing his love for it with others and first experiencing the intense spiritual longing he termed “joy” through
his engagement with it. He went on to build a successful career as a scholar who was, as he put it, “chiefly a
medievalist.” His creative writing not only evokes the Middle Ages but also adapts the medieval technique of
appropriating and altering prior texts as a means of generating new stories. Understanding Lewis’s creative
appropriation of previous sources is essential for a full assessment of his achievement as a creative writer.

For Lewis, the medieval was above all a place where he encountered the spiritual. It was through the
medieval in its mode of Norse myths, particularly those involving the Norse god Balder, that he experienced
“joy.” He delighted in hunting this joy through medieval books, like those of Malory or Chaucer, and also
through more modern works that evoke the Middle Ages, such as the prose romances of William Morris.
Among the works of devotion and spirituality that Lewis continually read toward the end of his life were the
medieval classics The Imitation of Christ by Thomas à Kempis and Revelations of Divine Love by Julian of
Norwich. The medieval for Lewis was a place where he could—and did—encounter God.

Using Lewis’s private correspondence, scholarly books and articles, and creative writing, Boenig charts
Lewis’s involvement with all things medieval, demonstrating the importance of the Middle Ages in any
assessment of Lewis’s literary achievements.
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From reader reviews:

Justin Price:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book C. S. Lewis and the Middle Ages. You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of
book C. S. Lewis and the Middle Ages. You can add information and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Jeremy Smith:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the C. S. Lewis
and the Middle Ages is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Daniel Engle:

This C. S. Lewis and the Middle Ages are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this C. S. Lewis and the Middle Ages can be on the list of great books you must have
is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock
your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this C. S. Lewis and the Middle Ages giving you an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jocelyn Harper:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love C. S. Lewis and the Middle Ages, you are able to
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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