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To many rural Iowans, the stock market crash on New York’s Wall Street in October 1929 seemed an event
far removed from their lives, even though the effects of the crash became all too real throughout the state.
From 1929 to 1933, the enthusiastic faith that most Iowans had in Iowan President Herbert Hoover was
transformed into bitter disappointment with the federal government. As a result, Iowans directly questioned
their leadership at the state, county, and community levels with a renewed spirit to salvage family farms,
demonstrating the uniqueness of Iowa’s rural life. 

Beginning with an overview of the state during 1929, Lisa L. Ossian describes Iowa’s particular rural
dilemmas, evoking, through anecdotes and examples, the economic, nutritional, familial, cultural, industrial,
criminal, legal, and political challenges that engaged the people of the state. The following chapters analyze
life during the early Depression:  new prescriptions for children’s health, creative housekeeping to stretch
resources, the use of farm “playlets” to communicate new information creatively and memorably, the demise
of the soft coal mining industry, increased violence within the landscape, and the movement to end
Prohibition.

The challenges faced in the early Great Depression years between 1929 and 1933 encouraged
resourcefulness rather than passivity, creativity rather than resignation, and community rather than
hopelessness. Of particular interest is the role of women within the rural landscape, as much of the increased
daily work fell to farm women during this time. While the women addressed this work simply as “making
do,” Ossian shows that their resourcefulness entailed complex planning essential for families’ emotional and
physical health.

Ossian’s epilogue takes readers into the Iowa of today, dominated by industrial agriculture, and asks the
reader to consider if this model that stemmed from Depression-era innovation is sustainable. Her rich rural
history not only helps readers understand the particular forces at work that shaped the social and physical
landscape of the past but also traces how these landscapes have continued in various forms for almost eighty
years into this century.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Castillo:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933. You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a
new book The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Michael Quintanar:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933 can make you sense more interested
to read.

Jordan Miller:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have many
advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book The
Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933 we can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa,
1929-1933. You can more pleasing than now.

Christopher Melendez:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa,
1929-1933 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and
read it. Beside that the publication The Depression Dilemmas of Rural Iowa, 1929-1933 can to be your new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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