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Shura Cherkassky's life story, like his piano playing, is provocative and captivating. At his death in 1995,
Cherkassky was considered one of history's greatest pianists, as well as the last direct link to the Romantic
piano tradition of Chopin, Liszt, and Anton Rubinstein.

Cherkassky's story merits telling not only for his musical achievements but also for the inspiration he
provided by demonstrating tenacity, integrity, common sense, and uncommon courage. Cherkassky began
his concert playing life in Ukrainian Odessa at a time of lethal civil strife. Escaping with his parents to
America, the child prodigy came under the tutelage of famed pianist Josef Hofmann, whose unfailing
personal and professional assistance continued for more than twenty years. Cherkassky overcame poverty,
prejudice against his Jewish origins, and unhappiness from his ambivalence over his homosexuality to forge
an impressive touring and recording career, an enormous musical repertoire, and an intriguing personality
both on stage and off. From his sensational 1923 American debut tour to sold-out concerts on six continents,
Cherkassky retained his brilliance throughout a seventy-five year professional career.

As a close friend for his last twenty years, author Elizabeth Carr traveled with Cherkassky on tour, attending
recording and rehearsal sessions and watching him practice, plan programs, and cope with pianos, acoustics,
conductors, and orchestras. Her role as confidante results in a keen understanding of Cherkassky both as a
human being and a performer. Through observations, anecdotes, sixteen pages of photos, and personal
correspondence reprinted in the book, this biography offers extensive research never before published, and
an intimate look at the man and his music.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Baudoin:

The event that you get from Shura Cherkassky: The Piano's Last Czar may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Shura Cherkassky: The Piano's Last Czar giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read this
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We highly recommend you for having this Shura Cherkassky: The Piano's Last Czar instantly.

Gregory Kim:

This Shura Cherkassky: The Piano's Last Czar is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal
it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences
but hard core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Shura Cherkassky: The Piano's Last
Czar in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Lisa Yang:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Shura Cherkassky: The Piano's Last Czar
which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

William Bell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Shura Cherkassky: The Piano's Last
Czar.
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