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A dynamic account of the practice of Islamic law, this book focuses on the actions of a particular legal
official, the muhtasib, whose vast jurisdiction included all public behavior.

In the cities of Cairo and neighboring Fustat during the Mamluk period (1250-1517), the men who held the
position of muhtasib acted as regulators of markets and public spaces generally. They traversed their
jurisdictions carrying out the duty to command right and forbid wrong, and were as much a part of the legal
landscape as the better-known figures of judge and mufti. Taking directions from the rulers, the sultan
foremost among them, they were also guided by legal doctrine as
formulated by the jurists, combining these two sources of law in one face of authority.

The daily workings of the law are illuminated by the reports of the muhtasib in the vivid Mamluk-era
chronicles, which often also captured the responses of the individuals who encountered the official.

The book is organized around actions taken by the muhtasib in the areas of Muslim devotional and pious
practices; crimes and offenses; the management of Christians and Jews; market regulation and consumer
protection; the specific markets for essential bread; currency and taxes; and public order. The case studies
presented show that while legal doctrine was clearly relevant to the muhtasib's actions, the policy demands
of the sultan were also quite significant, and rules from both
sources of authority intersected with social, political, economic, and personal factors to create full and
vibrant scenarios that reveal the practice of Islamic law.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Andrews:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Islamic Law in Action: Authority, Discretion, and Everyday Experiences in Mamluk Egypt.

Stephen Galvan:

The reason why? Because this Islamic Law in Action: Authority, Discretion, and Everyday Experiences in
Mamluk Egypt is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book?
If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Islamic Law in Action: Authority,
Discretion, and Everyday Experiences in Mamluk Egypt is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Irene Delong:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Islamic Law in Action:
Authority, Discretion, and Everyday Experiences in Mamluk Egypt can be the reply, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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