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Understanding poverty and what to do about it, is perhaps the central concern of all of economics. Yet the
lay public almost never gets to hear what leading professional economists have to say about it. This volume
brings together twenty-eight essays by some of the world leaders in the field, who were invited to tell the lay
reader about the most important things they have learnt from their research that relate to poverty. The essays
cover a wide array of topics: the first essay is about how poverty gets measured. The next section is about the
causes of poverty and its persistence, and the ideas range from the impact of colonialism and globalization to
the problems of "excessive" population growth, corruption and ethnic conflict. The next section is about
policy: how should we fight poverty? The essays discuss how to get drug companies to produce more
vaccines for the diseases of the poor, what we should and should not expect from micro-credit, what we
should do about child labor, how to design welfare policies that work better and a host of other topics. The
final section is about where the puzzles lie: what are the most important anomalies, the big gaps in the way
economists think about poverty? The essays talk about the puzzling reluctance of Kenyan farmers to
fertilizers, the enduring power of social relationships in economic transactions in developing countries and
the need to understand where aspirations come from, and much else. Every essay is written with the aim of
presenting the latest and the most sophisticated in economics without any recourse to jargon or technical
language.
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From reader reviews:

Babara Lopez:

The book Understanding Poverty can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Understanding Poverty? A few of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Understanding Poverty has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Oliver Watts:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Understanding Poverty book as this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

Nancy Rush:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Understanding Poverty as your daily resource
information.

Cindy Mattis:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Understanding
Poverty offer you a new experience in reading through a book.
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