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Crimeis an American preoccupation. Campaigns such as the war on drugs, zero tolerance policing, and three
strikes and youre out--not to mention the ever-shrill coverage of crime stories-all suggest a perpetually
outraged nation determined to keep its criminal element at bay, no matter the cost. But is this really what
average Americans think about crime and crime control measures? Or is the no holds barred approach
merely another oscillation in an ongoing cycle of intolerance and tolerance in American thinking? Have
prevailing but short-lived sensibilities on crime overruled our common sense? In this wide-ranging analysis,
Michael Tonry argues that those responsible for crafting Americas criminal justice policy have lost their way
in aforest of good intentions, political cynicism, and public anxieties. American crime control politics over
time have created a punishment system no one would knowingly have chosen yet one that no one seems able
to change. Fueled by knee-jerk rhetoric and moral panics, the current crime control regime isfounded on
short-term thinking and the personal ambitions of politicians terrified of appearing soft on crime, rather than
on policiesthat work. Tonry demonstrates that attitudes toward crime in America are cyclical. Prevailing
sensibilities rather than timel ess truths govern the American war on crime, resulting in policies both wasteful
and harsh. U.S. crime trends closely resemble those of other nations, yet American policies are very
different. The evolution of the war on drugsis an example; sentencing grew steadily harsher long after the
drug problem itself eased. Seamlessly blending history with an easy presentation of day-to-day realities and
empirical evidence, Tonry proposes tangible, specific solutions that can serve as a platform for criminal
justice reform. A spirited manifesto rooted in alifetime of crime expertise, Tonrys book calls on politician
and policymakers to choose the right path, not the easy or politically expedient one. We know how to create
an effective and humane criminal justice system. Now we must have the courage to do so, by abandoning the
current status quo, which is both costly and cruel in favor of practices that will move America closer to the
mainstream of contemporary Western values.
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From reader reviews:
Catrina Hall:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Thinking about Crime: Sense and Sensibility in
American Penal Culture (Studiesin Crime and Public Policy). Try to stumble through book Thinking about
Crime: Sense and Sensibility in American Penal Culture (Studiesin Crime and Public Policy) asyour pal. It
means that it can to get your friend when you feel aone and beside that of course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Vickie Reed:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Thinking about Crime: Sense and Sensibility in American Penal Culture (Studiesin Crime and Public
Policy), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Y our knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a e-book.

M ar cos Hawkins:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games al day long. If you need to try to find a new activity thisis ook different you
can read some sort of book. It isrealy fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent all day long to reading areserve. The book Thinking about Crime: Sense and Sensibility in American
Penal Culture (Studiesin Crime and Public Policy) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read this book from the smart
phone. The priceis not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Jason Buckley:

Isit anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Thinking about Crime: Sense and
Sensibility in American Penal Culture (Studiesin Crime and Public Policy) can be the answer, oh how



comes? A book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this
completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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