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We usually consider literary thinking to be peripheral and dispensable, an activity for specialists: poets,
prophets, lunatics, and babysitters. Certainly we do not think it is the basis of the mind. We think of stories
and parables from Aesop's Fables or The Thousand and One Nights, for example, as exotic tales set in
strange lands, with spectacular images, talking animals, and fantastic plots--wonderful entertainments, often
insightful, but well removed from logic and science, and entirely foreign to the world of everyday thought.
But Mark Turner argues that this common wisdom is wrong. The literary mind--the mind of stories and
parables--is not peripheral but basic to thought. Story is the central principle of our experience and
knowledge. Parable--the projection of story to give meaning to new encounters--is the indispensabl e tool of
everyday reason. Literary thought makes everyday thought possible. This book makes the revolutionary
claim that the basic issue for cognitive science is the nature of literary thinking.

In The Literary Mind, Turner ranges from the tools of modern linguistics, to the recent work of
neuroscientists such as Antonio Damasio and Gerald Edelman, to literary masterpieces by Homer, Dante,
Shakespeare, and Proust, as he explains how story and projection--and their powerful combination in
parable--are fundamental to everyday thought. In simple and traditional English, he reveals how we use
parable to understand space and time, to grasp what it means to be located in space and time, and to conceive
of ourselves, other selves, other lives, and other viewpoints. He explains the role of parable in reasoning, in
categorizing, and in solving problems. He devel ops a powerful model of conceptual construction and, ina
far-reaching final chapter, extendsit to a new conception of the origin of language that contradicts proposals
by such thinkers as Noam Chomsky and Steven Pinker. Turner argues that story, projection, and parable
precede grammar, that language follows from these mental capacities as a consequence. Language, he
concludes, isthe child of the literary mind.

Offering major revisions to our understanding of thought, conceptual activity, and the origin and nature of

language, The Literary Mind presents a unified theory of central problemsin cognitive science, linguistics,
neuroscience, psychology, and philosophy. It gives new and unexpected answers to classic questions about
knowledge, creativity, understanding, reason, and invention.
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From reader reviews:
Troy Munoz:

The book The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and L anguage make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The
Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and Language for being your habit, you can get alot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It ispossible
to know everything if you like open and read a guide The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and
Language. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this reserve?

Melvin Loch:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and Language
seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and
Language is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using
the book The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and Language. Y ou never sense lose out for everything
in the event you read some books.

Lisa Marsh:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of timeto read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need moretimeto be learn. The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and Language can be your answer
sinceit can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Julia Faulkner:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought
and Language or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or students
especially. Those books are hel ping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes The Literary Mind: The Origins of Thought and Language to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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