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In this newest installment in Chicago’s series of Jacques Derrida’s seminars, the renowned philosopher
attempts one of his most ambitious goals: the first truly philosophical argument against the death penalty.
While much has been written against the death penalty, Derrida contends that Western philosophy is
massively, if not always overtly, complicit with a logic in which a sovereign state has the right to take a life.
Haunted by this notion, he turns to the key places where such logic has been established—and to the place it
has been most effectively challenged: literature.

With his signature genius and patient yet dazzling readings of an impressive breadth of texts, Derrida
examines everything from the Bible to Plato to Camus to Jean Genet, with special attention to Kant and
post–World War II juridical texts, to draw the landscape of death penalty discourses. Keeping clearly in view
the death rows and execution chambers of the United States, he shows how arguments surrounding cruel and
unusual punishment depend on what he calls an “anesthesial logic,” which has also driven the development
of death penalty technology from the French guillotine to lethal injection. Confronting a demand for
philosophical rigor, he pursues provocative analyses of the shortcomings of abolitionist discourse. Above all,
he argues that the death penalty and its attendant technologies are products of a desire to put an end to one of
the most fundamental qualities of our finite existence: the radical uncertainty of when we will die.

           

Arriving at a critical juncture in history—especially in the United States, one of the last Christian-inspired
democracies to resist abolition—The Death Penalty is both a timely response to an important ethical debate
and a timeless addition to Derrida’s esteemed body of work. 
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From reader reviews:

Kim Scott:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Death Penalty,
Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best book
or suited book with you?

Richard Vazquez:

Here thing why this The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of
Jacques Derrida) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no e-book that similar with The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida). It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida) in e-book can be your substitute.

Francis Mason:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others.
When you read this The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars of Jacques Derrida), you could tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a guide.

Lillian Tobias:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The Death Penalty, Volume I (The Seminars
of Jacques Derrida) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot



of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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