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Biological weapons are widely feared, yet rarely used. Biological weapons were the first weapon prohibited
by an international treaty, yet the proliferation of these weapons increased after they were banned in 1972.
Biological weapons are frequently called 'the poor man's atomic bomb,' yet they cannot provide the same
deterrent capability as nuclear weapons. One of my goals in this book is to explain the underlying principles
of these apparent paradoxes.—from Living WeaponsBiological weapons are the least well understood of the
so-called weapons of mass destruction. Unlike nuclear and chemical weapons, biological weapons are
composed of, or derived from, living organisms. In Living Weapons, Gregory D. Koblentz provides a
comprehensive analysis of the unique challenges that biological weapons pose for international security.At a
time when the United States enjoys overwhelming conventional military superiority, biological weapons
have emerged as an attractive means for less powerful states and terrorist groups to wage asymmetric
warfare. Koblentz also warns that advances in the life sciences have the potential to heighten the lethality
and variety of biological weapons. The considerable overlap between the equipment, materials and
knowledge required to develop biological weapons, conduct civilian biomedical research, and develop
biological defenses creates a multiuse dilemma that limits the effectiveness of verification, hinders civilian
oversight, and complicates threat assessments.Living Weapons draws on the American, Soviet, Russian,
South African, and Iraqi biological weapons programs to enhance our understanding of the special
challenges posed by these weapons for arms control, deterrence, civilian-military relations, and intelligence.
Koblentz also examines the aspirations of terrorist groups to develop these weapons and the obstacles they
have faced. Biological weapons, Koblentz argues, will continue to threaten international security until
defenses against such weapons are improved, governments can reliably detect biological weapon activities,
the proliferation of materials and expertise is limited, and international norms against the possession and use
of biological weapons are strengthened.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Goehring:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Living Weapons:
Biological Warfare and International Security (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). All type of book can you
see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

William Watts:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Living Weapons:
Biological Warfare and International Security (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Living Weapons:
Biological Warfare and International Security (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs)is the main of several
books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented
of the world in this book.

Charles Melendez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal
with may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not
since fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be Living Weapons: Biological
Warfare and International Security (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) why because the excellent cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic
as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Carl Vang:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Living Weapons: Biological Warfare and International Security (Cornell Studies in
Security Affairs) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.
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