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A tumultuous year in the life of a young surgeon during the Korean War.

Knife Song Korea chronicles a tumultuous year in the life of Sloane, a young surgeon in the Korean War.
Drafted into the army and assigned to an artillery unit in a remote rural area on the edges of the war, Sloane
must cope with harsh living conditions, a brutal workload, and intense feelings of personal isolation. The
only doctor for miles, he is called upon to treat not only U.S. military personnel but also the local Korean
population, for whom he feels both revulsion and pity. As the strain mounts and the war moves closer, he
comes face to face with questions of identity, nationality, and personal honor. Originally written during and
shortly after Richard Selzer’s own tour of duty in Korea, Knife Song Korea offers a poetic portrayal of a man
stretched to his limits and beyond, and the tragic toll war takes on the human psyche.

“…Knife Song Korea is a perfect complement to [Selzer’s] established body of work—tersely rendered,
paced to perfection, seamless in its blending of love and knife; it is a tangled love song sung with clarity and
conviction, a young man’s story shaped and clarified by the wisdom of age.” — Sewanee Review

“…Certainly this book joins such canon fixtures as For Whom the Bell Tolls and All Quiet on the Western
Front in its discerning study of war … Each word, each metaphor of this book revives a Korean War that is
still pulsating, still bursting with shouts, grinding gears, and rampant illness. For a lasting time, a lasting
work.” — ForeWord Reviews

“…a lapidary work of exceptional artistry as well as a valuable addition to the body of notable works by
physician-writers.” — California Literary Review

Richard Selzer is a former surgeon and professor at the Yale School of Medicine. He is also the author of
many books of short stories and essays, including Rituals of Surgery; Confessions of a Knife; The Exact
Location of the Soul; and Letters to a Best Friend edited by Peter Josyph. He has been honored with a
Guggenheim Fellowship, a National Magazine Award, the Pushcart Prize, and the American Medical Writers
Award. He lives in New Haven.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbi Gonzales:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Knife Song Korea: A Novel will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Ellis Dunn:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly because
just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Knife Song Korea: A Novel to read.

Ricky Dotson:

Beside this Knife Song Korea: A Novel in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Knife Song
Korea: A Novel because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set
up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
item? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Lorraine Cox:

This Knife Song Korea: A Novel is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or
else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Knife Song Korea: A Novel can be the light food
in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and knowledge.
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