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The United States had never lost a war—that is, until 1975, when it was forced to flee Saigon in humiliation
after losing to what Lyndon Johnson called a "raggedy-ass little fourth-rate country." The legacy of this first
defeat has haunted every president since, especially on the decision of whether to put "boots on the ground"
and commit troops to war.

In Haunting Legacy, the father-daughter journalist team of Marvin Kalb and Deborah Kalb presents a
compelling, accessible, and hugely important history of presidential decisionmaking on one crucial issue: in
light of the Vietnam debacle, under what circumstances should the United States go to war?

The sobering lesson of Vietnam is that the United States is not invincible—it can lose a war—and thus it
must be more discriminating about the use of American power. Every president has faced the ghosts of
Vietnam in his own way, though each has been wary of being sucked into another unpopular war. Ford
(during the Mayaguez crisis) and both Bushes (Persian Gulf, Iraq, Afghanistan) deployed massive force, as if
to say, "Vietnam, be damned." On the other hand, Carter, Clinton, and Reagan (to the surprise of many)
acted with extreme caution, mindful of the Vietnam experience. Obama has also wrestled with the Vietnam
legacy, using doses of American firepower in Libya while still engaged in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The authors spent five years interviewing hundreds of officials from every post war administration and
conducting extensive research in presidential libraries and archives, and they've produced insight and
information never before published. Equal parts taut history, revealing biography, and cautionary tale,
Haunting Legacy is must reading for anyone trying to understand the power of the past to influence war-and-
peace decisions of the present, and of the future.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Rayl:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American
Presidency from Ford to Obama as your daily resource information.

Steven Holt:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American Presidency
from Ford to Obama why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jean Ashburn:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American
Presidency from Ford to Obama can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you
have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Haunting
Legacy: Vietnam and the American Presidency from Ford to Obama.

Gale Gibbs:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Haunting Legacy: Vietnam and the American Presidency from Ford to Obama can
make you feel more interested to read.
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