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The end of the Cold War ushered in a moment of nearly pure American dominance on the world stage, yet
that era now seems ages ago. Since 9/11 many informed commentators have focused on the relative decline
of American power in the global system. While some have welcomed this as a salutary development,
outspoken proponents of American power--particularly neoconservatives--have lamented this turn of events.
As Jeanne Morefield argues in Empires Without Imperialism, the defenders of aliberal international order
steered by the US have both invoked nostalgiafor a golden liberal past and succumbed to amnesia, forgetting
the decidedly illiberal trgjectory of US continental and global expansion. Y et as she shows, the USis not the
first liberal hegemon to experience a wave of misguided nostalgia for a bygone liberal order; England had a
remarkably similar experience in the early part of the twentieth century. The empires of the US and the
United Kingdom were different in character--the UK's was territorially based while the US relied more on
pure economic power--yet both nations mouthed the rhetoric of free markets and political liberty. And elites
in both painted pictures of the past in which first England and then the US advanced the cause of economic
and political liberty throughout the world.

Morefield contends that at the times of their decline, elites in both nations utilized the attributes of an
imagined past to essentialize the nature of the liberal state. Working from that framework, they bemoaned
the possibility of liberalism's decline and suggested areturn to atrue liberal order as a solution to current
woes. By treating liberalism as fixed through time, however, they actively forgot their illiberal pasts as
colonizers and economic imperialists. According to Morefield, these nostalgic narratives generate a cynical
'politicsin the passive' where the liberal state gets to have it both ways: it is both compelled to act imperialy
to save the world from illiberalism and yet is never responsible for the outcome of its ownilliberal actionsin
the world or a home.

By comparing the practice and memory of liberalism in early nineteenth century England and the
contemporary United States, Empires Without Imperialism addresses a major gap in the literature. While
there are many examinations of current neoliberal imperialism by critical theorists as well as analyses of
liberal imperialism by scholars of the history of political thought, no one has of yet combined the two
approaches. It thus provides amuch fuller picture of the rhetorical strategies behind liberal imperialist uses
of history. At the same time, the book challenges presentist assumptions about the novelty of our current
political moment.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Jackson:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asit is known to us that
book is very important normally. The book Empires Without Imperialism: Anglo-American Decline and the
Politics of Deflection was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Empires Without Imperialism: Anglo-
American Decline and the Politics of Deflection is not only giving you alot more new information but also
to become your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own persona spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Empires Without Imperialism: Anglo-American
Decline and the Politics of Deflection. Y ou never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Mary Davis:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle dways make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably
unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your
spare time, the actual book you have read will be Empires Without Imperialism: Anglo-American Decline
and the Politics of Deflection.

Scott Marin:

Isit an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Empires Without |mperialism:
Anglo-American Decline and the Palitics of Deflection can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Omar Lamm:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Empires Without Imperialism: Anglo-
American Decline and the Politics of Deflection or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to put their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Empires Without Imperialism: Anglo-American Decline and the
Politics of Deflection to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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