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The First Great Awakening in eighteenth-century America challenged the institutional structures and raised
the consciousness of colonial Americans. These revivals gave rise to the practice of itinerancy in which
ministers and laypeople left their own communities to preach across the countryside. In Contested
Boundaries, Timothy D. Hall argues that the Awakening was largely defined by the ensuing debate over
itinerancy. Drawing on recent scholarship in cultural and social anthropology, cultural studies, and
eighteenth-century religion, he reveals at the center of this debate the itinerant preacher as a catalyst for
dramatic change in the religious practice and social order of the New World.
This book expands our understanding of evangelical itinerancy in the 1740s by viewing it within the context
of Britain’s expanding commercial empire. As pro- and anti-revivalists tried to shape a burgeoning
transatlantic consumer society, the itinerancy of the Great Awakening appears here as a forceful challenge to
contemporary assumptions about the place of individuals within their social world and the role of educated
leaders as regulators of communication, order, and change. The most celebrated of these itinerants was
George Whitefield, an English minister who made unprecedented tours through the colonies. According to
Hall, the activities of the itinerants, including Whitefield, encouraged in the colonists an openness beyond
local boundaries to an expanding array of choices for belief and behavior in an increasingly mobile and
pluralistic society. In the process, it forged a new model of the church and its social world.
As a response to and a source of dynamic social change, itinerancy in Hall’s powerful account provides a
prism for viewing anew the worldly and otherworldly transformations of colonial society. Contested
Boundaries will be of interest to students and scholars of colonial American history, religious studies, and
cultural and social anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Hilda Baker:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Contested Boundaries: Itinerancy and the Reshaping of
the Colonial American Religious World. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given
that we know about how is important a new book Contested Boundaries: Itinerancy and the Reshaping of the
Colonial American Religious World. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Van Gee:

The reason why? Because this Contested Boundaries: Itinerancy and the Reshaping of the Colonial
American Religious World is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Timothy Payne:

Beside that Contested Boundaries: Itinerancy and the Reshaping of the Colonial American Religious World
in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Contested Boundaries: Itinerancy and the
Reshaping of the Colonial American Religious World because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it
from at this point!

Judy Sigmund:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Contested Boundaries: Itinerancy and the
Reshaping of the Colonial American Religious World can give you a lot of pals because by you considering
this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This



particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Contested Boundaries: Itinerancy and the Reshaping of the Colonial American
Religious World.
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