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In theological discourse, argues Hugh Nicholson, the political goes "all the way down." One never reaches a
bedrock level of politically neutral religious facts, because all theological discourse - even the most sublime,
edifying, and "spiritual"--is shot through with polemical elements.

Liberal theologies, from the Christian fulfillment theology of the nineteenth century to the pluralist theology
of the twentieth, have assumed that religious writings attain spiritual truth and sublimity despite any
polemical elements they might contain. Through his analysis and comparison of the Christian mystical
theologian Meister Eckhart and his Hindu counterpart ?aSkara, Nicholson arrives at a very different
conclusion. Polemical elements may in fact constitute the creative source of the expressive power of
religious discourses. Wayne Proudfoot has argued that mystical discourses embody a set of rules that repel
any determinate understanding of the ineffable object or experience they purport to describe. In Comparative
Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry, Nicholson suggests that this principle of negation is
connected, perhaps through a process of abstraction and sublimation, with the need to distinguish oneself
from one's intra- and/or inter-religious adversaries.

Nicholson proposes a new model of comparative theology that recognizes and confronts one of the most
urgent cultural and political issues of our time: namely, the "return of the political" in the form of anti-
secular and fundamentalist movements around the world. This model acknowledges the ineradicable nature
of an oppositional dimension of religious discourse, while honoring and even advancing the liberal project of
curtailing intolerance and prejudice in the sphere of religion.
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From reader reviews:

George Marsh:

The e-book with title Comparative Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry (AAR Reflection and
Theory in the Study of Religion) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Rafael Brooks:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is actually
Comparative Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of
Religion).

Kathryn Granger:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Comparative Theology and the Problem of
Religious Rivalry (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study of Religion), you can enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Harold Bunch:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this period,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Comparative Theology and the Problem of Religious Rivalry (AAR Reflection and Theory in the Study
of Religion) can make you experience more interested to read.
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