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As a religious bloc, Roman Catholics constitute the most populous religious denomination in the United
States, comprising one in four Americans. With the election of John F. Kennedy as president in 1960, they
attained a political prominence to match their rapidly ascending socioeconomic and cultural profile. From
Vietnam to Iraq, the civil rights movement to federal funding for faith-based initiatives, and from birth
control to abortion, American Catholics have won at least as often as they have lost. What They Wished For
by Lawrence J. McAndrews traces the role of American Catholics in presidential policies and politics from
1960 until 2004.

Though divided by race, class, gender, and party, Catholics have influenced issues of war and peace, social
justice, and life and death among modern presidents in a profound way, starting with the election of
President Kennedy and expanding their influence through the intervening years with subsequent presidents.
McAndrews shows that American Catholics, led by their bishops and in some cases their pope, have been
remarkably successful in shaping the political dialogue and at helping to effect policy outcomes inside and
outside of Washington. Indeed, although they opened this era by helping to elect one of their own, Catholic
voters have gained so much influence and have become so secure in their socioeconomic status—and so
confident in their political standing—that they closed the era by rejecting one of their own, voting for George
W. Bush over John Kerry in 2004.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Auyeung:

This What They Wished For: American Catholics and American Presidents, 1960-2004 are reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this What They Wished For: American
Catholics and American Presidents, 1960-2004 can be one of several great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be will
shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this What They Wished For:
American Catholics and American Presidents, 1960-2004 giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Loren Hatfield:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline What They Wished
For: American Catholics and American Presidents, 1960-2004 suitable to you? The actual book was written
by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled What They Wished For: American Catholics and
American Presidents, 1960-2004is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

George Privette:

Beside this specific What They Wished For: American Catholics and American Presidents, 1960-2004 in
your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have What They Wished For: American Catholics and American
Presidents, 1960-2004 because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this
in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!

Todd Apperson:

You can obtain this What They Wished For: American Catholics and American Presidents, 1960-2004 by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by



your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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