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In The Politics of Faith during the Civil War, Timothy L. Wesley examines the engagement of both northern
and southern preachers in politics during the American Civil War, revealing an era of denominational,
governmental, and public scrutiny of religious leaders. Controversial ministers risked ostracism within the
local community, censure from church leaders, and arrests by provost marshals or local police. In contested
areas of the Upper Confederacy and border Union, ministers occasionally faced deadly violence for what
they said or would not say from their pulpits. Even silence on political issues did not guarantee a preacher's
security, as both sides arrested clergymen who defied the dictates of civil and military authorities by refusing
to declare their loyalty in sermons or to pray for the designated nation, army, or president.

The generation that fought the Civil War lived in arguably the most sacralized culture in the history of the
United States. The participation of church members in the public arena meant that ministers wielded great
authority. Wesley outlines the scope of that influence and considers, conversely, the feared outcomes of its
abuse. By treating ministers as both individual men of conscience and leaders of religious communities,
Wesley reveals that the reticence of otherwise loyal ministers to bring politics into the pulpit often grew not
out of partisan concerns but out of doctrinal, historical, and local factors.

The Politics of Faith during the Civil War sheds new light on the political motivations of homefront
clergymen during wartime, revealing how and why the Civil War stands as the nation's first concerted
campaign to check the ministry's freedom of religious expression.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Blackwell:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Politics of Faith during the Civil War can be fine book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Bill Dildy:

Why? Because this The Politics of Faith during the Civil War is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-
book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot
of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Jose Brown:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book The Politics of
Faith during the Civil War. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Melvin Dwyer:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually The Politics of Faith during
the Civil War.
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