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This book compares two challenges made to American public school curriculain the 1980s and 1990s. It
identifies striking similarities between proponents of Afrocentrism and creationism, accounts for their
differential outcomes, and draws important conclusions for the study of culture, organizations, and social
movements.

Amy Binder gives a brief history of both movements and then describes how their challenges played out in
seven school districts. Despite their very different constituencies--inner-city African American cultural
essentialists and predominately white suburban Christian conservatives--Afrocentrists and creationists had
much in common. Both made similar arguments about oppression and their children's well-being, both faced
skepticism from educators about their factual claims, and both mounted their challenges through bureaucratic
channels. In each case, challenged school systems were ultimately able to minimize or reject challengers
demands, but the process varied by case and type of challenge. Binder finds that Afrocentrists were more
successful in advancing their cause than were creationists because they appeared to offer a solution to the
real problem of urban school failure, met with more administrative sympathy toward their complaints of
historic exclusion, sought to alter lower-prestige curricula (history, not science), and faced opponents who
lacked alegal remedy comparable to the rule of church-state separation invoked by creationism's opponents.

Binder's analysis yields several lessons for social movements research, suggesting that researchers need to
pay greater attention to how movements seek to influence bureaucratic decision making, often from within. It
also demonstrates the benefits of examining discursive, structural, and ingtitutional factorsin concert.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Johnson:

Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism and Creationism in American Public Schools (Princeton Studiesin
Cultural Sociology) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We al recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his’her effort to set every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism and Creationism in American
Public Schools (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Peggy Hardman:

This Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism and Creationism in American Public Schools (Princeton Studiesin
Cultural Sociology) isgreat publication for you because the content and that is full of information for you
who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book revedl it details
accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism and
Creationism in American Public Schools (Princeton Studiesin Cultural Sociology) in your hand like keeping
theworld in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world
with ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Jeffrey Peak:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism
and Creationism in American Public Schools (Princeton Studiesin Cultural Sociology) issimpleto deliver
you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much spaceto
bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save
often the book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buysthis
book.

Elizabeth Rogers:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you must
doisjust spending your time aimost no but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of several books
in the top listing in your reading list will be Contentious Curricula: Afrocentrism and Creationism in
American Public Schools (Princeton Studies in Cultural Sociology). This book and that is qualified as The



Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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