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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
NPR • The Seattle Times • The Globe and Mail • Kirkus Reviews • Daily Mail • The Vancouver Sun

For fans of Jennifer Egan, Dave Eggers, and Donna Tartt—the brilliant, intricately woven new novel by Tom
Rachman, author of The Imperfectionists

Look in the back of the book for a conversation between Tom Rachman and J. R. Moehringer

Following one of the most critically acclaimed fiction debuts in years, New York Times bestselling author
Tom Rachman returns with a brilliant, intricately woven novel about a young woman who travels the world
to make sense of her puzzling past.
 
Tooly Zylberberg, the American owner of an isolated bookshop in the Welsh countryside, conducts a life full
of reading, but with few human beings. Books are safer than people, who might ask awkward questions
about her life. She prefers never to mention the strange events of her youth, which mystify and worry her
still.
 
Taken from home as a girl, Tooly found herself spirited away by a group of seductive outsiders, implicated
in capers from Asia to Europe to the United States. But who were her abductors? Why did they take her?
What did they really want? There was Humphrey, the curmudgeonly Russian with a passion for reading;
there was the charming but tempestuous Sarah, who sowed chaos in her wake; and there was Venn, the
charismatic leader whose worldview transformed Tooly forever. Until, quite suddenly, he disappeared.
 
Years later, Tooly believes she will never understand the true story of her own life. Then startling news
arrives from a long-lost boyfriend in New York, raising old mysteries and propelling her on a quest around
the world in search of answers.
 
Tom Rachman—an author celebrated for humanity, humor, and wonderful characters—has produced a
stunning novel that reveals the tale not just of one woman but of the past quarter-century as well, from the
end of the Cold War to the dominance of American empire to the digital revolution of today. Leaping
between decades, and from Bangkok to Brooklyn, this is a breathtaking novel about long-buried secrets and
how we must choose to make our own place in the world. It will confirm Rachman’s reputation as one of the
most exciting young writers we have.

Praise for The Rise & Fall of Great Powers

“Ingenious . . . Rachman needs only a few well-drawn characters to fill a large canvas and an impressive
swath of history.”—Janet Maslin, The New York Times
 
“A superb follow-up to 2010’s The Imperfectionists . . . ambitious and engaging.”—The Seattle Times
 
“Engaging and inventive . . . full of wonderfully quirky, deeply flawed, but lovable characters . . . On the
spectrum of interesting literary childhoods, Tooly Zylberberg—the protagonist of Tom Rachman’s second



novel—would rank somewhere in the vicinity of Jane Eyre and Oliver Twist.”—San Francisco Chronicle
 
“I found it impossible not to fall in love with shape-shifting Tooly. As an adult, she sports an ironical sense
of humor and an attraction to dusty old books. As a child, her straight-faced mirth and wordplay are break-
your-heart irresistible.”—Ron Charles, The Washington Post
 
“[A] read-it-all-in-one-weekend book.”—The New Republic
 
“A compelling page-turner . . . intricate, sprawling, and almost Dickensian.”—USA Today

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Diego Mears:

This The Rise & Fall of Great Powers: A Novel is great publication for you because the content and that is
full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Rise &
Fall of Great Powers: A Novel in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that.
So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Mary Davis:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Rise & Fall of Great Powers: A Novel provide you with new experience in looking
at a book.

Raymond McMillion:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Rise & Fall of Great Powers: A Novel can make you truly feel
more interested to read.

Barbara Simon:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Rise & Fall of Great Powers: A Novel to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that
the reserve The Rise & Fall of Great Powers: A Novel can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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