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The white man's burden, darkest Africa, the seduction of the primitive: such phrases were widespread in the
language Western empires used to talk about their colonial enterprises. How this language itself served
imperial purposes--and how it survives today in writing about the Third World--are the subject of David
Spurr's book, a revealing account of the rhetorical strategies that have defined Western thinking about the
non-Western world.
Despite historical differences among British, French, and American versions of colonialism, their rhetoric
had much in common. The Rhetoric of Empire identifies these shared features—images, figures of speech,
and characteristic lines of argument—and explores them in a wide variety of sources. A former
correspondent for the United Press International, the author is equally at home with journalism or critical
theory, travel writing or official documents, and his discussion is remarkably comprehensive. Ranging from
T. E. Lawrence and Isak Dineson to Hemingway and Naipaul, from Time and the New Yorker to the National
Geographic and Le Monde, from journalists such as Didion and Sontag to colonial administrators such as
Frederick Lugard and Albert Sarraut, this analysis suggests the degree to which certain rhetorical tactics
penetrate the popular as well as official colonial and postcolonial discourse.
Finally, Spurr considers the question: Can the language itself—and with it, Western forms of interpretation--
be freed of the exercise of colonial power? This ambitious book is an answer of sorts. By exposing the
rhetoric of empire, Spurr begins to loosen its hold over discourse about—and between—different cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Deleon:

The publication with title The Rhetoric of Empire: Colonial Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and
Imperial Administration (Post-contemporary interventions) posesses a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Julie Nealy:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a guide. The book The Rhetoric of Empire: Colonial Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and
Imperial Administration (Post-contemporary interventions) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Etsuko Siler:

This The Rhetoric of Empire: Colonial Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial Administration
(Post-contemporary interventions) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Rhetoric of
Empire: Colonial Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial Administration (Post-contemporary
interventions) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We
can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Lowell Seymour:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Rhetoric of Empire: Colonial
Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial Administration (Post-contemporary interventions) is
simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space
to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can



save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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