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“I wrote and illustrated this book to help every inquisitive birder, from novice to expert. Whether you can
identify six birds or six hundred, you’ll be a better birder if you have a grounding in the real nuts and bolts of
what birds look like, and your skills will be even sharper if you know exactly what to look for and how to
record what you see.” —David Allen Sibley

The Sibley Guide to Birds and The Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior are both universally acclaimed as
the new standard source of species information. And now David Sibley, America’s premier birder and best-
known bird artist, takes a new direction; in Sibley’s Birding Basics he is concerned not so much with species
as with the general characteristics that influence the appearance of all birds and thus give us the clues to their
identity.
To create this guide, David Sibley thought through all the skills that enable him to identify a bird in the few
instants it is visible to him. Now he shares that information, integrating an explanation of the identification
process with many painted and drawn images of details (such as a feather) or concepts.

Birding Basics begins by reviewing how one can get started as a birder: the equipment necessary, where and
when to go birding, and perhaps most important, the essential things to look for when birds appear in the
field. Using many illustrations, David Sibley reviews all the basic concepts of bird identification and then
describes the variations (of shape, size, and color) that can change the appearance of a bird over time or in
different settings. And he issues a warning about “illusions and other pitfalls”—and advice on avoiding
them.

The second part of the book, also plentifully illustrated, deals with another set of clues, the major aspects of
avian life that differ from species to species: feathers (color, arrangement, shape, molt), behavior and habitat,
and sounds.

This scientifically precise, beautifully illustrated volume distills the essence of David Sibley’s own
experience and skills, providing a solid introduction to “naming” the birds. With Sibley as your guide, when
you learn how to interpret what the feathers, the anatomical structure, the sounds of a bird tell you—when
you know the clues that show you why there’s no such thing as “just a duck”—birding will be more fun, and
more meaningful. An essential addition to the Sibley shelf!

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Dana Gallo:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Sibley's Birding Basics was making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide
Sibley's Birding Basics is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend
when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book Sibley's Birding Basics. You never really feel lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Denita Lumley:

This book untitled Sibley's Birding Basics to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book store or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to
past this reserve from your list.

Sara Matthews:

The particular book Sibley's Birding Basics has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of
write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article book.

Tania Hansen:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Sibley's Birding Basics
which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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