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Queering the Color Line transforms previous understandings of how homosexuality was “invented” as a
category of identity in the United States beginning in the late nineteenth century. Anayzing arange of
sources, including sexology texts, early cinema, and African American literature, Siobhan B. Somerville
argues that the emerging understanding of homosexuality depended on the context of the black/white “color
line,” the dominant system of racial distinction during this period. This book thus critiques and revises
tendencies to treat race and sexuality as unrelated categories of analysis, showing instead that race has
historically been central to the cultural production of homosexuality.

At about the same time that the 1896 Supreme Court Plessy v. Ferguson decision hardened the racialized
boundary between black and white, prominent trials were drawing the public’s attention to emerging
categories of sexual identity. Somerville argues that these concurrent devel opments were not merely parallel
but in fact inextricably interrelated and that the discourses of racial and sexual “deviance” were used to
reinforce each other’ s terms. She provides original readings of such texts as Havelock Ellis' s late nineteenth-
century work on “sexual inversion,” the 1914 film A Florida Enchantment, the novels of Pauline E. Hopkins,
James Weldon Johnson’ s Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man, and Jean Toomer’ s fiction and
autobiographical writings, including Cane. Through her analyses of these texts and her archival research,
Somerville contributes to the growing body of scholarship that focuses on discovering the intersections of
gender, race, and sexuality.

Queering the Color Line will have broad appeal across disciplines including African American studies, gay
and lesbian studies, literary criticism, cultural studies, cinema studies, and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:
Edna Pilon:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will need this Queering the Color Line: Race and the Invention of Homosexuality in American
Culture (Series Q).

Andre Todd:

Now aday those who Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How alot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Queering the Color Line: Race and the
Invention of Homosexuality in American Culture (Series Q) book as this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course theinfo in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jose Enriquez:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of thistime you only find guide that need more time
to be learn. Queering the Color Line: Race and the Invention of Homosexuality in American Culture (Series
Q) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Kirk Thomas;

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This reserve Queering the Color Line: Race and the Invention of Homosexuality in
American Culture (Series Q) was filled about science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about
your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book you wanted.
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